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Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 MOSCOW 06728 042307Z 
ACTION NODS-OO 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /001 W 

111461 051229Z/17 

R 042107Z APR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9985 

SECRET MOSCOW 06728 

NODIS 


E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: UR, US, PARM 

SUBJECT: INDIAN OCEAN TALKS: SOVIET SUGGESTION FOR NEXT 
ROUND IN MAY 

1 . IN THE COURSE OF A CONVERSATION WITH AMBASSADOR ON 
APRIL 4 SOVIET AMBASSADOR AT LARGE MENDELEVICH ASKED THAT 
THE AMBASSADOR INFORM "WASHINGTON OFFICIALS" THAT THE 
SOVIET SIDE WAS INTERESTED IN ANOTHER MEETING OF THE INDIAN 
OCEAN WORKING GROUP AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. HE RECOGNIZED 
THAT A MEETING IN APRIL WOULD NOT BE REALISTIC BUT THOUGHT 
THAT A SESSION SOMETIME IN MAY SHOULD BE CONSIDERED, 
POSSIBLY FOLLOWING THE CAT TALKS WHICH ARE SET TO BEGIN 
MAY 4. HE REITERATED THE SOVIET POSITION AS STATED IN 

BERN THAT THERE SHOULD NOT BE "LONG INTERVALS" BETWEEN 
SESSIONS SINCE THIS MIGHT RESULT IN "CERTAIN ELEMENTS OF 
THE PICTURE" BEING LOST. HE MADE A POINT THAT THE SOVIETS 
WERE NOT "IN A GREAT HURRY," OR AT LEAST NOT IN A GREATER 
HURRY THAN THE U.S. SIDE. NEVERTHELESS, THEY WISHED TO GO 
AHEAD WITH ANOTHER SESSION. 

2. THE AMBASSADOR RESPONDED THAT AS MENDELEVICH KNEW 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 MOSCOW 06728 042307Z 

THERE WERE CURRENTLY DISCUSSIONS ABOUT A VISIT BY SECRE- 
TARY OF STATE VANCE TO MOSCOW IN LATE APRIL AND THAT CER- 
TAINLY AMBASSADOR WARNKE WOULD ACCOMPANY THE SECRETARY. 
HE SUGGESTED THEREFORE THAT AMBASSADOR MENDELEVICH MAY 
WISH TO DISCUSS THE QUESTION WITH AMBASSADOR WARNKE AT 
THAT TIME. 
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3. MENDELEVICH AGREED AND CLOSED BY NOTING THAT THERE HAD 
BEEN "MANY LITTORAL STATES" THAT HAVE BEEN INQUIRING WHEN 
THE NEXT ROUND WILL MEET. MENDELEVICH SAID HE HAD PUT 
THEM OFF WITH THE REPLY THAT HE DID NOT THINK IT WOULD BE 
'TOO LONG" BEFORE THE NEXT ROUND BUT THAT NO DATE HAD BEEN 
SET. HE SAID THAT THESE LITTORAL STATES WERE ANXIOUS TO 
SEE ANOTHER ROUND AND THAT THE SOVIETS WISHED ONE TO BEGIN 
ALSO. TOON 


SECRET 


NNN 
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